THE LIFE  AND  TIMES
Now that his works were at last in safe custody, Aubrey set about
revising them so as to speed them to the Presse ; but as his revision con-
sisted entirely of adding more haphazard notes, they came no nearer
to publication until, in 1692, Thomas Tanner, afterwards Bishop of
St. ^saph, promised to arrange The Natural! Historie of Wiltshire for
the printer. " I shall go towards Lavington on Saturday next," the
nineteen-year-old Tanner wrote to him. " My principal business is
to drive on our Common design, viz. the Antiquities of Wiltshire,
which I hope will find encouragement. If it does not I will never
undertake anything more for the publick. I am heartily sorry your
Monumenta meets with no better incouragement in this age, but I
like it never the worse for that. It hath been the ill fortune of the
best books that they have not borne the Charges of their own impres-
sion. It is well known that no Bookseller would give Sir Henry
Spelman five pounds in books for his incomparable Glossary, and
you know that Sir Walter Raleigh burnt the latter part of his admirable
History of the World, because the former had undone the printer.
The Christian Scriptures and the Monasticon, volumes now worth
old Gold, had never been printed had not the former been carried on
by a publick fund, the other by the sole charges of the Editor. I
hope to live to see the Monumenta Britannica in as good vogue as
the best of them." But though Tanner was to live for another forty
years, he was not even to see Aubrey's book in print, let alone in
vogue. For without a patron to pay for the publishing, few works
came out in those days ; and to have a patron often meant interference,
as Anthony Wood had found to his cost in his dealings with John
Fell. Nor was this the only disadvantage to be encountered, for
Aubrey mentions the case of Thomas Goodwyn, who was a generall Scholar)
and had a delicate Witt; was a great Historian) and an excellent Poet.
The Journey into France} crept in Bishop Corbet's poems) was made by him ;
by the same token It made him misse of preferment at Court) Mary the Queen-
mother remembring how he had abused her brother) the King of France;
wbich made him to accept of the place at Tuudlowe} out of view of the World.
Aubrey, however, was to enjoy neither the advantages nor the dis-
advantages of the system, and his works remained unpublished for
all the world as if he had lived in the days when the Price of Writing of
Manuscripts) before the use of Printing) was xxx shillings per quire.
The Monumenta Britannica, which Tanner mentioned, had had its
origin in the command given by Charles II to print an account
of Avebury, but Aubrey had proceeded so slowly with the work
and had added so many facts about other antiquities that five separate
dedications of the book were made, as death took away one hoped-for
patron after another, before it even got near the press. Now, however,
* Proposals for Printing Monumenta Britannica Written by Mr.
John Aubrey, Fellow of the Royal Society " were issued at long kst.
" The whole Work will consist of about 160 Sheets, and will be Printed
in Folio with abundance of Cuts " ran the advertisement, which gave
the price as eighteen shillings, nine down and nine on delivery, and
assured the public "that the Booke will be printed by Candlemas
aexL** In t£e Declension of the E&man Empire) runs a sample page on
tbeiack of the-prospectus, the Britain* being drawn away to depna other

